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A leper came to him begging him, and kneeling he said to him, “If you choose, you can make
me clean.” Moved with pity, Jesus stretched out his hand and touched him, and said to him, “I
do choose. Be made clean!” Immediately the leprosy left him, and he was made clean. Mark
1:40-42
I want to begin by thanking everyone for their concern, prayers, and the many acts of
kindness and assistance offered to Vicki, Nick, and me while I was laid up this past month with
pancreatitis. I deeply appreciate your patience as I continue to heal; the process has been much
lengthier than I ever imagined.
For most of my life I have been healthy, and there is nothing like a serious illness to shake you
to your core. It also reminds you that many people live with health struggles that rob them of
the life they long to live, filling their days with pain and limitation. We all know that being
human offers no guarantee of health or happiness. But it is one thing to know this intellectually,
and another to experience illness firsthand and discover how difficult and demoralizing it can
be.
Now we all learned in Sunday school that Jesus was a “healer.” Yet as some of us grew older,
we became skeptical of the Gospel accounts of his healing powers. The stories are beautiful,
but to modern ears they can sound like ancient superstition. Today we tend to place our trust in
science and medicine, and since few people experience what they would call a healing miracle,
it can be hard to imagine such stories as real.
And while I have wrestled at times with skepticism about Jesus’ miraculous healings, I now
believe he truly possessed the power to heal as the Scriptures record. More than that, I believe
these healings were central to his ministry and a vital part of the Good News he came to share.
I do not know whether Jesus himself was ever ill, but he was deeply compassionate toward
those who were. His desire to heal was more than a sign pointing to his divinity or a preview of
the coming Kingdom of God. Jesus healed so people could return to health, rejoin their
communities, and recover a sense of strength and dignity—so that the body might once again
be experienced as a source of blessing and self-expression rather than a crushing burden of
pain, suffering, and isolation. My recent month-long illness showed me how deeply
difficult chronic illness and debilitation can be. Seen in this light, Jesus’ healing of the sick and
broken in body or mind becomes a profound act of compassion and liberation, restoring people
to experience life in the flesh as a blessing rather than a curse.
And yet—how were such miracles possible? As I meditated on this question, a simple answer
came to me: “Divine Compassion brings forth Divine Power.” Jesus’ compassion for the sick and
suffering was so strong, so wholehearted, and so deeply rooted in God’s eternal compassion for
all who suffer, that it summoned within him a power beyond this world. In Jesus’ healing
ministry we see the work of a God who wills that ALL should be healed. And while I still carry
many questions about sickness—why some suffer without relief, why some recover while
others do not, why even children become ill—I do believe God’s will for healing is real, and that
Jesus came to embody both that divine compassion and that divine power during his time on
earth.
Friends, during this season of Lent it would be good for us to meditate on Jesus’ divine
compassion, expressed in his desire and power to heal. Let us seek to know the heart of the
one who longed to alleviate suffering, and used his God-given gifts to do so. For these stories
reveal something essential not only about Jesus, but about ourselves. Within Jesus—and within

each of us—lives a compassionate awareness of how difficult it is to suffer. And within
Jesus—and within each of us—resides a form of divine power that seeks to bring healing to
others, whether through miraculous healings or simply through prayer, attentive listening,
quiet presence, and simple acts of love and support.
Compared to Jesus restoring sight or straightening limbs, these expressions of healing may
seem small. Yet from my recent experience, I can assure you they are not. God works healing
through the gentle fruits of compassion whenever we reach out to comfort and support those
who suffer. My illness made this clear: simply knowing that others care and long for your
recovery holds tremendous healing power.
In this season of Lent, may we seek—and find—our inner divine compassion, so that like
Jesus, a vital part of our ministry in life is to help others heal in whatever ways God enables us
to do so. And may each of us who needs healing receive it through faith, discernment, and the
grateful acceptance of the healing gifts offered by others!—Pastor Craig
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CHURCH OFFICE HOURS 	
M 	8 am - 1 pm 
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HAPPY BIRTHDAY TO:
  4 - Vicki Blaufuss
  6 - Jennie Williams
  8 - Vada Williams
13 - Shirley Yungclas
16 - Craig Blaufuss 
19 - Kaleb Butz
20 - Verna Bierle
20 - Jacob Meinders
22 - Jayden Burgos
23 - Todd Sonsalla
23 – Eve Sonsalla
23 - Jose Burgos
28 - Jackson Leman

HAPPY ANNIVERSARY TO:
  7 - Robert & Mary Van Diest
15 - Curt & Lorraine McCoskey
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Lenten Lunch, 2026
Please join the Women’s Fellowship groups from First Congregational, UCC; Asbury United Methodist, Trinity Lutheran, St. Paul’s Lutheran, and the Church of Christ for a Lenten Luncheon on Friday, March 27th at Brigg’s Woods Conference Center from 12 noon to 1 pm. The cost will be $15 per person (excluding gratuity, 18% suggested).  Please make your reservations by March 13 at any of the participating churches.  There will be a gluten free/ fish option for those requesting dietary restrictions at the time you make your reservation. The program this year will be presented by Pastor Sarah Namukose from Asbury United Methodist church.
If you have questions, call/text Cindy Henning at 515-297-0422 or email bestgrandmacindy@gmail.com.

Thrift Sale, Spring 2026
It’s time to begin spring cleaning and collect your Thrift Sale donations. Be sure items are clean, in good repair, and free from smoke and pet hair.  The date has been moved to Friday, April 17 & Saturday April 18th. Sign-up sheets will be out on the table mid-March to volunteer your time. 

Easter Morning Breakfast
The Christian Ed Board invites you to Easter morning brunch, April 5th, at 9:00 am before morning worship. Everyone is welcome, so please plan to join us. A sign-up sheet will be on Fellowship Hall table so we might judge how much food is needed, but if you don’t sign up, you are still welcome. We always have enough. See you there in your best Easter outfit!!!!




Great Baking Bonanza
Mission Board is again sponsoring a basket for the annual D/SOAC auction. This year we are asking for your help putting together a basket with everything to do with baking. Not just cake mixes, though. We’d like baking utensils, pans, spatulas, measuring cups and spoons, etc.  
Also, stuff like chocolate and butterscotch chips. Recipe books, etc. See the poster in Fellowship Hall.

The Shalom Circle Continues During Lent
The Shalom Circle, our prayer and meditation group, will continue to meet during Lent. If you have not yet chosen a Lenten discipline, the circle is a wonderful opportunity to explore spiritual practices and deepen your prayer life. We have a place for you in the East Chapel; if you are interested or want to know more, please speak with Pastor Craig.
[bookmark: _Hlk185849981]
Pecans 
We still have pecans for sale at $13 a bag. They are in the chest freezer.

Thanks
Dear 1st Congregational
Thank you so much for your very generous donation of Meals in a bag.
Thank you for all your hard work putting them together and printing off recipes. Our clients really loved them. We appreciate your continued support.
Sincerely, UDMO Staff



Treasurer’s Report

INCOME                                      January                      YEAR TO DATE
Pledges and Offerings	$16,669.81	$16,669.81
Other Income                           	 0.00	0.00
TOTAL INCOME	$16,669.81	$16,669.81
EXPENSES
Outreach and Mission	1,250.00	$1,250.00
Pastoral Services	8,388.81	8,388.81
Maintenance and Repairs	2,495.65	2,495.65
Church Office	3,423.13	3,423.13
Music Ministry	550.00	550.00
Christian Education	0.00	0.00
Local Ministry	0.00	0.00
Misc. Expenses	318.69                               318.69
TOTAL EXPENSES	$16,426.28	$16,426.28
FIRST CONGREGATIONAL UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST
Webster City, Iowa
Cabinet Meeting held on February 10, 2026

Members Present:
Moderator: 		Patty Gescheidler		Christian Ed:	Lorraine McCoskey		
Vice Moderator:	Dale Olson			Trustees:		
Finance Sec.:	            Dale Olson	                         Women’s Fellowship:  Patty Gescheidler 
Treasurer:	    	Tracy Wehrhan 		 Pastor:
Mission:		Gayle Olson			Worship:		Marjorie Groves
Staff/Parish:		Stephanie Hill			Clerk:			Stephanie Hill	
	     
The meeting was called to order at 7:01pm by Moderator Patty Gescheidler.  A prayer was offered by Curt McCoskey. The minutes of the January cabinet meeting were read.  Dale Olson moved and Lorraine McCoskey seconded a motion to approve the minutes.  Motion carried unanimously. Treasurer’s Report:  The offerings to date exceed expenses.  Tracy Wehrhan moved and Dale Olson seconded a motion to put the report to audit. The motion passed.  Pastor’s Report:  Pastor Craig is still convalescing.  Finance:  The Board members have not met.  The Insurance Board of the UCC has requested an audit of the church.  Kolleen Taylor was to follow up on this.  Though the audit expense is budgeted, it may increase.  Questions about the audit will be answered by the Trustees - who have not met yet.  Item is tabled until the Trustees are contacted.  Mission:  Fourteen Meal-in-a-Bag kits were collected and sent to UDMO.  A check for $3700 from the Alternative Giving Fair was sent to the school district to be divided among the 6 schools for student needs.  Gayle Olson visited all the schools to give a face to the donation. The funds from the Soup Supper pickle jar - $293, plus $250 from January Mission funds – total of $543 was donated to ACE.  We were unable to host the Beacon of Hope meal in January due to a blizzard.  The casseroles had been delivered earlier so residents were able to have a hot meal. For the annual DSAOC auction, Mission members decided to do a Baking themed basket. Donated items are due by March 15. See the poster in Fellowship Hall for more information. Worship: A Blue Christmas service was held on December 7.  On December 28, blizzard conditions forced us to cancel worship that day.  On January 4th Pastor Craig helped close his childhood church in Burlington, IA.  With Pastor Craig hospitalized on January 28, Marjorie Groves presented her prepared service on February 1st.  Cindy Henning is prepared to lead worship on February 8th. Wil Groves will lead service on February 15th.  Gretchen McGlynn has a service ready and Marjorie Groves is preparing another one.  Are there other folks on the Worship Team Niche Group who have a worship service prepared?  Women’s Fellowship:  will meet tomorrow.  WF will serve lunch for the ICTA conference in March which will be held at WCCT.  Lenten lunches will be held at Briggs Woods this year.  There will be more information after the planners meet. The Thrift Sale date in April may change.  A request for cookies, brownies, etc. will be sent out for Craig’s Retirement Party. Christian Education:  canceled KLAB last week.  A Valentines Party is planned for this week. Glenda Wehrhan, Cindy Henning, Susan Meinders and Lorraine McCoskey will help with this.  Adult Sunday School will be held with the help of Patty Gescheidler, Dale Olson, Cindy Henning and others.  Search Committee:  There are no new candidates.  Staff/Parish:  Has not met.  Trustees:  No representative present.  NEW BUSINESS:  The handicapped parking signs in front of the church entrance are facing west instead of south and are easy to miss.  Tracy Wehrhan moved that another sign be added to each post facing the correct way.  Motion was seconded by Lorraine McCoskey.  Motion carried.  Gayle Olson moved that all reports be approved. Marjorie Groves seconded the motion.  Motion carried. Meeting was adjourned at 7:47pm.  
FULL BOARDS AND COMMITTEE REPORTS:
Worship Board The Worship Board has not met so far in 2026, but we have certainly kept the texts and emails buzzing. December 7, we hosted the Blue Christmas remembrance service for those grieving for relatives and friends who had passed away. Sixty attended, considerably more than in the past, likely due to Kolleen Taylor’s poignant article about the service on the front page of
the Daily Freeman Journal. In December we also assisted with candles and communion (with the congregation coming to the front) for the Christmas Eve service. As has become our tradition, Josi Greenley was our Christmas Eve accompanist on organ and piano. On December 28, the weather caught us and all the other churches in town off-guard with wind and snow creating blizzard conditions. With Pastor Craig on vacation, the dozen or so
of First Congregational UCC who made it to the church, decided to cancel, and rescheduled the service Gretchen McGlynn planned to present to the next Sunday, January 4, 2026, when Pastor Craig was in Burlington helping to close his childhood church. We did Un-hanging of the Greens that Sunday. On January 18, at the Annual Meeting, we welcomed Don Bruner
to the Worship Board and thanked Curt McCoskey, completing his terms on the Board. Cindy Henning signed up for another term on the Board, and Marjorie Groves, Jane Klaver, and Gretchen continued. The Worship Board has yet to designate officers. Pastor Craig’s hospitalization January 28 shifted us into high speed to determine the February 1 service. Marjorie planned and presented that service, thanks to Michele Omvig’s timely preparation of download and bulletin. Cindy is ready to be worship leader and liturgist for February 8, using a service Pastor Craig had prepared some years ago. Wil Groves is ready to lead worship on February 15, and Gretchen has a service ready when needed. Marjorie is preparing her next worship service. Are there others on the Worship Team Niche Group who have a worship service prepared? Of course, our first choice is to have Pastor Craig healthy and back in the pulpit, so all our plans are just in case he is still recuperating’
Mission Board $293.00 from the pickle jar, and $250.00 from January mission funds, put together for total of $543.00, and donated to ACE $250.00 February mission.
Gayle took Alternate Giving auction money to District office to be distributed among the schools for teachers to use for student needs.
—Soup lunch - went very well.
—Beacon of Hope meal - January meal. We were unable to host the meal, due to snow blizzard, however the casseroles were taken over earlier in the day and baked. Residents were able to enjoy the main dish. A March meal will be scheduled.
—14 “meals in bag” received 14 complete meals and taken to UDMO.
—March 26 - DSAOC - auction. Decision to make a “Baking basket” theme. Discussion from this past Sunday, we may opt in making several baskets, a poster will be on display, with ideas for donated items. The basket(s) are due March 15.
Cabinet members for the 2026 year:
Chair - Sherry Leksell
Cabinet representative - Gayle Olson
Secretary - Andrea Mosbach
Members: Karin Yungclas, Stephanie Hill, and Pastor Craig Blaufuss.
Next Meeting… March 5, 2026 @ 5pm.
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God is still speaking 
	    to everyone in the home of:
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Retirement Celebration
Reverend Craig Blaufuss
March 14,2026
2:00- 4:00 pm

The First Congregational United Church of Christ
invites you to a retirement celebration for
Reverend Craig Blaufuss.

Please join us as we reminisce of the 15+ years
Pastor Craig and Vicki have dedicated to the First
Congregational Church and to the entire Webster
City Community.

We will meet in the sanctuary for a short program
before moving to Fellowship Hall for coffee and
light refreshments.

First Congregational UCC
1000 Wilson Ave
Webster City IA 50595
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