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“I came that they may have Life, and have it in abundance.” –John 10:10
    It’s the merry month of May! May is a month of flowers and fair weather; a month of preparation for the lazy, hazy, crazy days of summer! May is a month that begins with hanging baskets of flowers on your mother's doorstep or decorating May poles…and ends with hanging wreaths on soldiers’ graves, and decorating the graves of loved ones at Graceland Cemetery.
    May has three great themes about human life that come to my mind. The first comes from Mother’s Day, and that theme is the acknowledgement that we all have been nurtured by our mothers-- or by a mother figure-- and that all human beings need to be nurtured. The second theme comes from all the graduations we observe in May, which remind us that all human beings need to be taught and helped grow into the full expressions of their humanity through the education of their minds, bodies, and hearts. The third theme comes from Memorial Day and the ritual honoring of those who gave their full measure of devotion for human freedom. This somber day reminds us all of our human need to be free! These three themes in May are three very basic needs of all human life.
    Have you noticed that Jesus came to minister to these three basic needs? Jesus was nurtured as a child, and he grew to remind us not only of our need to be nurtured, but also of our need to be nurturers: to love one another, to be gentle with one another, to withhold judgment from one another, and to seek the best interests of one another. 
   And Jesus was surely a teacher! But he did not teach reading, writing, and arithmetic--he taught about the reality of the Kingdom of God and how we can be good citizens of that Kingdom. As a teacher, he showed us the way of virtuous living. As a teacher, he often offered correction to those who were not learning the curriculum that leads to Life. One could even argue that his death was a teaching lesson about love, about forgiveness, and about the hope in every circumstance of renewal and resurrection as we are faithful to God’s purposes and trust in God’s power and love.
    And Jesus surely wanted everyone to be free! Not free from responsibility, or even trial and suffering…but free from our small misguided selves; free from the delusions of the crowd and the need to follow blindly the ways that lead to death, not life; free from the constricted bonds of a human life that has no higher purpose than to eat, drink, and be merry, for tomorrow we die. 
   Jesus came to offer us nurture, growth, and freedom, and our Christian vocation is to also offer nurture, help in growth, and a greater understanding of freedom to all we meet. We do this through our careful and active listening to others, by the sharing of our resources, and by the expressions of our love for one another, which is the nurturing we all need. We do this by walking the path of learning and growth, and sharing what we have learned along the way with others--sometimes through our words, but always through our acts and our stance in this world.
     And we do this by pursuing our own freedom: freedom from selfishness, freedom from unreasonable fear, freedom from adopting the mind of the crowd and those who seek to distract and enslave us for their purposes, and freedom from being enslaved by our own pasts, self-judgment and despair. And while it is true that we cannot give these kinds of freedoms to others, we can surely model them as possibilities in our day-to-day living, as Jesus did.
    Friends, for me May can be a bittersweet month as I contemplate these 3 great themes. My mother, a vital source of my nurturing growing up, is no longer with us. It seems like I graduated a long time ago, and while I share the celebratory joy of those graduating these days, I also know that so much of what I learned in school is now lost to time and my aging memory. And when I attend Memorial Day services to remember and honor those who died for freedom, my heart continues to break as we continue to go to war, and continue to ask the latest generation of men and women to lay down their lives for a freedom which seems impossible to truly secure for all people on this planet.
    Yet I can give thanks for all that my mother did for me, for all that my teachers did for me, and for all that those who sacrificed for my freedom did for me. And more importantly, I can resolve, as Jesus did, to step up and be a nurturer, a teacher, and an exemplar of how authentic human freedom brings light and healing to the world. May we all resolve to be nurturers, teachers, and examples of how we can use the great gift of our freedom for good…as we continue our walks of discipleship-- and not only in the month of May, but in every month of the year! -- Pastor Craig

    


	
Church Staff
Rev. Craig Blaufuss, Pastor
Office: 832-2232     Cell   297-4316 	      
Pastor’s email: revcraigblaufuss@gmail.com
Michele Omvig: Admin. Assist.          269-7210
Church’s e-mail: administrative.office@fcuccwc.org
Melissa Hindt: Organist                      712-351-1074 
Curt/Lorraine McCoskey:  Cust’s.     515-297-0261
Tracy Wehrhan: Church Treasurer    297-0370
Dale Olson: Financial Secretary         839-5619

CHURCH OFFICE HOURS 	
M 	8 am - 1 pm 
T	9 am – 1 pm
W	8 am – 4:30 pm
Th	8 am – 4:30 pm
F	9 am – 1 pm
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HAPPY BIRTHDAY TO:
11 - Lauren Leman
11 - Mabel Prescott
19 - Gretchen Bruner
22 - Ed Mosbach
22 - Sue Jaycox
26 - Carol Crystal
28 - Kasyn Weig
29 - Linda Lahr

HAPPY ANNIVERSARY TO:
  7 - Craig & Vicki Blaufuss
17 - Tracy & Glenda Wehrhan
28 - Diana & Nick Oberender

Scholarships 
Applications are due to the office by June 15. 


New Adult Ed Study Topic: “Salvation”
The Adult Ed class has just started exploring a new topic: “Salvation.” We will study understandings of salvation not only within the Christian faith, but also in other religious traditions as well. So, what is salvation? In the simplest sense, salvation means to “save” or “rescue”….but where the answers vary is in the diverse answers to the question: “Saved from What?”  Saved from Hell? Saved from Samsara, the hell of life, death and rebirth? Saved from “Maya”, illusion? Saved from an angry God or Gods? Saved from “aimlessness and sin?”(from our UCC statement of faith). Saved from our own stupidities? Our egos? Our neuroses and inner demons? The “what” of salvation dictates the means of salvation, so it is important when discussing salvation to know what you believe you are being saved from, which in turn shapes our theologies, metaphysics (what is reality really like), anthropologies (how we understand what it means to be human), epistemologies (how we know what we think we know), and our eschatologies ( the finality or end times of our reality). Join us Sunday mornings at 9 am for a thoughtful look at the many ways of understanding salvation!

Shalom Circle Continues
The Shalom Circle continues to gather weekly whenever possible, usually on Fridays beginning at 6:30 p.m. Join us in East Chapel as we experience Shalom through prayer, meditation and silence!

D/SAOC Auction
Thanks to your generosity to the Baking Baskets we donated to the D/SAOC auction at the end of March, $306.00 was made for them.  With all the things that were donated we ended up with the following 5 baskets to give to them to auction.  Along with these baskets another $250.00 was gifted to them so that makes our donation amounted to $506.00!
Thank you for your support for this organization and your generous donations!
Mission Board
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Earth Day
Wednesday April 22 Earth Day was celebrated by heading to the river trail with trash bags to pick up any trash that had accumulated over the past few months. Six KLAB kids and 4 adults covered the area from the Dubuque St. bridge to White Fox Rd, as well as along the railroad tracks that run beside River St. from DQ to the trail. Thanks to the efforts of this group this area looked much cleaner when they left!  
A good way to celebrate and be grateful for the gifts of nature we have been given and asked to care for. Thank you!

Women’s Fellowship Spring Thrift Sale
“Thanks” to each of you. Whether you helped donate, sort, clean-up, haul away, provide food or worked, the Thrift Sale cannot get done without YOU.  It’s a lot of work, but also a lot of fun and fellowship.
This spring, we raised $2,000 for Women’s Fellowship. Thank you to all who donated.
The proceeds from the sale will help us give money to many deserving organizations in this community and around the world. The next sale is to be determined. Thank you all so much!!! Cindy Henning Chairperson, Thrift Sale

Northwestern Association Annual Meeting
The Northwestern Association of the Iowa Conference UCC held its annual meeting April 25, at the Belmond UCC. The Belmond church and Rev. David Boogerd were ideal hosts. Thirteen churches attended, with delegates in person or via Zoom. Our church sent clergy delegate Rev. Craig Blaufuss and lay delegates Vicki Blaufuss and Marjorie Groves. 
Association Treasurer Dale Olson (Webster City UCC) presented the 2026-2027 budget. The new budget was amended to comply with a vote to cash in a Cornerstone CD when it matures in January. The funds of around $8,000 will be donated to the Iowa Conference.
Conference Committee for Authorized Ministry Chair Rev. Boogerd (Belmond and Klemme UCCs) reported the Iowa Conference has seven Members in Discernment seeking authorization as a licensed or an ordained pastor. Five more are seeking MID status with the intention of ordination, and four others are hoping to be licensed pastors. 
Pilgrim Heights, also called Our Sacred Space, continues to offer creative programming with camps for kids and for grandparents and grandkids, as well as space for weddings, family reunions, proms, retreats, conferences for a variety of denominations, according to Janet Secor (Fort Dodge) of the camp board. Tri-Conference Minister Rev. Roberto Ochoa will lead an adult camp August 17-19, with an Amish crew preparing meals.
The business meeting included re-election of Moderator Rev. Bret Myers, Sioux City First Congregational UCC, and Vice Moderator Linda Tewes, Hartley Trinity UCC. Hartley UCC hosts the 2027 NW Annual Meeting.
Two speakers led discussions on immigration. Erica Lindaman of North Iowa Community Connections Network related stories of challenges faced by foreign-born residents and ways they have been assisted. Rev. Myers described how his group – Solidarity for a Better World – provides a forum for sharing diverse opinions and getting support where needed.
Thank you First Congregational UCC for sending me as a delegate to the Northwestern Association Annual Meeting! Marjorie Groves

Pecans 
We still have pecans for sale at $13 a bag. They are in the chest freezer.

Recipes from Glenda
Pecan Pie Bars
1.5 C Flour	2 Tbs Powdered Sugar  
½ C butter – Mix and pat into ungreased 8” or 9” square pan. Bake 15 minutes at 350.
½ C Brown Sugar	2 Tbs Butter	2 Beaten Eggs	½ C Corn Syrup  1 C chopped pecans
1 tsp vanilla	¼ t salt – Mix, pour over baked crust. Bake 20 to 25 minutes at 350.
Swig Sugar Cookie Bars
½ C Softened Butter  ¼ C + 2 Tbs Vegetable Oil ½ C + 2 Tbs Granulated Sugar ¼ C + 2 Tbs Powdered Sugar  1 Egg  1 Tbs Water	
1 tsp Vanilla	2 ¾ C Flour	½ tsp Salt	
½ tsp Baking Powder  Pinch of Baking Soda
1 – 2 Tbs Granulated Sugar for sprinkling on top
Frosting: ¼ C Softened Butter  1 Ounce Softened Cream Cheese  1.5 C Powdered Sugar	Pinch of Salt	Dash of Vanilla	
1 – 2 Tbs Milk or Cream
Preheat oven to 350. Grease a 9x13 pan and set aside.
Using a mixer cream butter, oil, and both sugars until thoroughly combined. Add egg, water, and vanilla until combined. Add dry ingredients and combine. Press mixture into 9x13. Evenly sprinkle 1 Tbs of sugar over the top. Bake for 14-16 minutes or until edges are just barely turning a light brown. Let cool completely and then frost. 
Frosting: Mix butter, cream cheese, powdered sugar, salt and vanilla. Add in milk or cream until nice and smooth. 


Treasurer’s Report

INCOME                                      March                   YEAR TO DATE
Pledges and Offerings	$40,250.26	$73,578.54
Other Income                           	 0.00	703.09
TOTAL INCOME	$40,250.26	$74,281.63
EXPENSES
Outreach and Mission	1,250.00	$3,750.00
Pastoral Services	6,932.42	24,692.73
Maintenance and Repairs	8,962.60	13,736.31
Church Office	3,181.47	10,191.27
Music Ministry	650.00	1,750.00
Christian Education	0.00	0.00
Local Ministry	0.00	0.00
Misc. Expenses	286.87                               614.55
TOTAL EXPENSES	$21,263.36	$54,734.86

FIRST CONGREGATIONAL UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST
Webster City, Iowa
Cabinet Meeting held on April 14, 2026
Members Present:
Moderator: 		Patty Gescheidler			Christian Ed:		Cindy Henning		
Vice Moderator:		Dale Olson			Trustees:		Joyce Gelhaus
Finance Sec.:	             	Dale Olson	                           Women’s Fellowship:	Cindy Henning 
Treasurer:	    	Tracy Wehrhan 			Pastor:			Craig Blaufuss
Mission:			Gayle Olson			Worship:		Marjorie Groves
Staff/Parish:		Ann Latham			Clerk:			Stephanie Hill	
	     		
The meeting was called to order at 7:32pm by Moderator Patty Gescheidler.  A prayer was offered by Pastor Craig. The minutes of the March cabinet meeting were read.  Dale Olson moved and Tracy Wehrhan seconded a motion to approve the minutes.  Motion carried unanimously. Treasurer’s Report:  The March offerings exceeded expenses by $20,000 due to the Margy Wood Endowment.  Both income and expenses are in line with expected percentages. Tracy Wehrhan moved and Cindy Henning seconded a motion to put the report to audit. The motion passed.  Pastor’s Report:  Pastor Craig felt that his retirement celebration was great and thanked all who planned and attended. Maundy Thursday was held in East Chapel and a wonderful Easter Breakfast was served on Sunday.  Reverend Kendy Miller will visit May 31st to lead worship and assist us with our pastoral search. This will also help to strengthen our connections with the Conference.  Adult Education topic on AI has concluded; the next topic is TBD. KLAB will end on April 22 with a Dairy Queen trip and picking up trash for Earth Day.  The NW Association Spring meeting will be held in Belmond on April 25th.  A full day of activities is expected.  Shalom Circle continues to meet most Fridays in the East Chapel.  A graveside service for Mary Groves will be held on July 10th. Finance:  has not met.  Mission:  The Beacon of Hope meal scheduled for March 23rd was cancelled and will be rescheduled for May using the same menu.  DSAOC auction - the funds earned will be in the May newsletter. Mission members will fill bags decorated by KLAB with goodies and distribute them to folks who might need a ‘pick-me-up’ on May 1st for May Day.  Appreciation Day this year will focus on Kendall Young Library workers.  They will receive snacks on May 6th. The annual Brownie Sundae drive-thru will be held on June 12th.  A sign-up sheet will be out in May.  UCC has signed up for the Summer Lunch Program for June 15,17 and 19th.  Pastor Craig informed us that bus tokens are needed for folks to get to medical providers.  More news will be forthcoming.  The old Lawn Hill building now called the Round House is a mental health facility that deals with addiction and recovery.  It is run by Central Iowa Recovery.  Gayle Olson will get information about their needs. The Food Bank at Trinity Lutheran Church will be moving to the County Health Building.   Women’s Fellowship:  The Thrift Sale dates are April 17 and 18.  Providence Circle hosted the Iowa Community Theater Association conference meal on Saturday, March 28.  About 50 people were served for a profit of $534.69. Lenten Luncheon was held Friday, March 27th.  Pastor Sarah Namukose from Asbury United Methodist Church was the speaker.  An after-service celebration will be held on May 17 to announce which organizations will receive funds from Women’s Fellowship. Worship: Carnations for Mother’s Day will be given out on May 10th.  Kendy Miller, associate conference minister will lead our service on May 31st. Our high school graduates will be recognized on May 10th.  Hailey Brim and Cael Alexander were the only ones available that day.  Snack items will be given out for Father’s Day on June 21st. Christian Education:  KLAB will end April 22nd.  Adult Education continues with Pastor Craig or volunteers as leaders. May 10th is Mother’s Day and Graduation Day. Staff/Parish:  Has not met. Trustees:  Al Yungclas donated a 16-ft extension ladder.  Lawn mower purchase was discussed.  Nick Blaufuss will mow.  Jim Henning is working on the gable vents.  Jim Vesey is working on the bell tower. Bats were seen because some holes were missed so Orkin was called to fill holes.  The boiler was not working in March and has been repaired. Al Yungclas is looking for someone to repair the sidewalk.  Other areas of concern: checking windows for leaks, flooded areas near the men’s room, and an additional strip on the small step in the back of the sanctuary to prevent tripping.  Ann Latham moved that the Board reports be approved. Marjorie Groves seconded the motion.  The motion carried. Search Committee:  There are no new candidates.  
Other business: Discussion of books in Pastor Craig’s office that do not belong to him. Is there a need for them?  The meeting was adjourned at 8:10pm.  
Trustees The Trustees met March 17, 2026. Agenda included updates on the belltower
project with all related files now kept in the church office. Front door issues and minor kitchen plumbing repairs done by Jim Henning. Purchase of a lawn mower discussed and thanks to Al Yungclas for the donation of a 16-foot extension ladder. Discussion held on an inquiry related to participation in a “platform church”. No decision made due to the need for additional information.
Following a recent fall with injury on the step located in the back of the sanctuary, measures to
prevent this from recurring were discussed. Possible placement of a stair light suggested.  Trustees will meet the first Tuesday of the month at 12:30. Next meeting April 7, 2026.
Trustees April 9 Agenda included: Water leaks; belltower repair; lawn care; window maintenance. The work on the belltower has resumed. Joyce will contact Orkin about bats getting back in. Jim will order gable vents to be placed in the attic to prevent damage from moisture. At the March meeting it was noted that the boiler was malfunctioning and has since been repaired. One ceiling fan in the sanctuary was not working and will be checked. All windows are to be examined for any leaks or damaged caulked areas. Areas extending into men’s room which have flooded are being evaluated for repair. A colorful strip is to be placed on small step at back of sanctuary to prevent falls. Next meeting May 5 12:30.
Women’s Fellowship Executive Board April 1, 2026 Old Business: Thrift Sale – Sale dates are April 17 &amp; 18. Sign-up sheet is on Fellowship Hall table. We have several high school students to help carry things upstairs on April 12 and to help pack things on April 18th - Ordered another 500 large size bags. WCCT Meal was prepared March 28 at 12:45, hosted by Providence Circle. We served the following Menu: Ham Balls, cheesy potatoes, mixed veggies &amp; roll, lemonade, water &amp; coffee. Thank you to Plymouth and Haystack for supplying 2 pans of bars, each, and for supplying 2 workers to help us serve lunch. Profit from serving this meal was $534.69. Lenton Lunch, 2026 was held Friday, March 27, 12 – 1 pm at Briggs Woods – Cost $14.95 + gratuity.  Reservations were prepaid. Program: Pastor Sarah at Asbury United Methodist. Thank you to Dale Olson for helping open doors. Circles need to give feedback on having luncheon at Briggs Woods. Comments from board were concerning inability to hear and understand speaker. Also, amount of food – do we need such a large meal. Pastor Craig Retirement Open House – was Saturday, March 14 @ 2 pm Women’s Fellowship served cookies &amp; bars, water, coffee, sherbet punch. New Business: 
May Luncheon – after discussion, it was decided to have a celebration coffee after worship on
May 17, to announce the organizations we will distribute our money to. We will decide what to
serve next month. Officers for next year – will remain the same. President - Patty Gescheidler; Treasurer – Verna Bierle; Secretary – Cindy Henning. Check in circles for volunteers who might want to be on Executive Board. Program Book – Discussion about updating Constitution, By-Laws, Funeral policy, and members info. We will invite Funeral Committee to meet with us in June to review policy again. Member info will be reviewed when church membership info is updated by the church clerk.
Worship Board April 2, 2026 Gretchen presided over the meeting with Pastor Craig offering a prayer. Marjorie gave a cabinet report, mostly dealing with Pastor Craig’s change to ¾ time.
Having no old business, we moved on to discussion the May 31 service. Kendy Miller, associate conference minister, has offered to lead that Sunday service.  We will continue handing out carnations for Mother’s Day on May 10. Jane will order 30 multicolor carnations from the Flower Cart, who has delivered them to the church. Honoring graduates will also be on May 10. Those graduating from Webster City High School are Hailey Brim, daughter of Jennifer and Mark Brim, and Cael Alexander, grandson of Ann Latham.  None of the other graduates were available that Sunday.  Summer Sunday service hours will remain at 10:00 AM and we will continue with a Saturday 5PM service on June 27, July 25, and August 29.  Our church potluck will fall on June 27 and root beer floats on August 29. On June 21, fathers will be recognized on Father’s Day with snacks. (Caramel corn-Jane, almond bark-Gretchen, puppy chow-Cindy, Chex mix-Marjorie) Our next meeting will be Thursday, May 7 at 3PM.
Christian Education Minutes April 2nd, 2026 KLAB 1. The last day of Klab will be April 22 with our trek to the Dairy Queen and picking up trash along the trail by the canoe access due to it being Earth Day. Pastor Craig will join us for this tradition! 2. The board will meet this summer to discuss the future of Klab this fall and a possible Confirmation class. ADULT EDUCATION 1. Adult Sunday School will continue with Pastor Craig or volunteers from class providing topics and leading the discussion. OTHER BUSINESS 1. Graduation Recognition will be May 10th. It is also Mother’s Day Recognition. Next Meeting: May 7th at 9:00 am at the church 
Mission Minutes April 7, 2026 Old Business —DSAOC - Auction baskets. Totals not in yet, Gayle will put the amounts in the May newsletter. —Beacon of Hope meal will be rescheduled in May, with same menu as before. No sign-up sheet, we have everything from cancelled meal in March.
—One Great Hour of Sharing - $910.00 collected for national church. —Earth Day plans - April 22 - KLAB’s last day, they will go to the Dairy Queen for treats, and head to the River Trail to do a trash pick-up day. Gayle will make a notice to put in bulletin for any adults, who would like to join in with the KLAB kids. —May 1st bags for shut-ins, KLAB will decorate the bags, as they did last year, on April 15. Plans to meet at church May 1 at 10am and then deliver. Pastor and Gayle will make a list of
who will get bags. Andrea has bags with decorations for the kids, and Mission members will
bring a snack for the bags. —Appreciation day for the library staff. May 6th. About 20 staff for treats. Mission will bring a snack to share. “Grab n’ Go”. Those who can - we will make up trays about 1:00pm. Andrea to deliver soon after that to the library. New Business —Brownie Sundae - June 12th. Ask Webster City churches to make an announcement to their congregation. Pastor will send information to Michelle for newsletter. A sign-up sheet will be posted in May for members to sign up with donations. —Summer Lunch Program— UCC has signed up for June 15,17, and 19th. WE will have approximately the same menu as last year. Andrea will work on menu, and cost. —Bus token donation— Pastor brought up information from about people needing bus tokens to provide transportation to their providers. The bus cost $2.50 per way. More news to come. —Round House (Lawn Hill Building) a Mental Health service that deals with addiction, and recovery, they are also able to house 13-14 residents. Gayle will check to get information about any services, or items they may need. —Trinity moving Food Bank to County Health Building Next Meeting. May 5 @ 5pm.
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